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is music, followed by biology, psychology, English, and history. Students are encour-
aged to spend at least one term of their college career off campus and 30 percent 
of undergrads do so during their time at Lawrence. The university is known for its 
London Study Center, which allows students to take classes “across the pond” while 
taking advantage of the city’s many cultural activities. Other off-campus programs 
involve the Kurgan Technical Pedagogical Institute in Russia, Waseda University in 
Japan, and the Écoles des Beaux Arts in France. Programs in marine biology research 
are held in the Cayman Islands. In all, 45 off-campus programs are available in more 
than two dozen countries.

Back on campus, Lawrence students appreciate their professors’ expertise and 
experience. “Overall, I have experienced fantastic teaching,” a junior says. “There is 
an expectation that professors will be prepared to present the material in an engag-
ing way, and will be able to field questions requiring in-depth knowledge of a topic.” 
Because of the three-term calendar, the academic climate is intimate and intense. 
“The courses are very rigorous here, but students do a great job of encouraging oth-
ers,” a student says. Languages offered include Chinese, Japanese, and Arabic. All 
seniors—in all degree programs—are required to produce a final project demonstrat-
ing proficiency in their major field of study.

Most of Lawrence’s students hail from Wisconsin or elsewhere in the Midwest. 
Seventy-one percent attended public high school, and 81 percent graduated in the 
top quarter of their class. “Students don’t try too hard to reject social norms, and 
that creates a really welcoming environment for 
everyone,” says one student. A biochemistry major 
adds, “LU students are involved in everything, 
sometimes to the point where we don’t know how all of our activities could pos-
sibly fit in one day, but we love what we do and we’re passionate about the groups 
we join and establish.” African Americans and Asian Americans each make up 3 
percent of the student body, and Hispanics comprise another 4 percent. There is a 
sizable international population representing more than 40 countries. The political 
climate on campus is somewhat liberal—there’s a leftist newspaper—and students 
are “knowledgeable about current social and political issues,” according to one stu-
dent. There are no athletic scholarships, but brainy types vie for merit scholarships 
averaging $12,500 each. 

The dorms at Lawrence are well populated; all but 2 percent of students live on 
campus. “The housing is well-maintained,” says one dorm dweller, and “vary a little 
in amenities (some have sinks in the rooms, some have closets), but all are comfort-
able.” Greek life attracts 18 percent of Lawrence men and 9 percent of the women. 
One dorm is reserved for upperclassmen, and 15 small university-owned houses are 
devoted to special-interest groups. All halls are co-ed, by room or by floor, and all 
have laundry facilities, kitchens, televisions, Internet links, and lounges. Students 
praise the variety of housing choices. They report the older halls are more elegant, 
but the newer ones are more practical, with extra storage space and other amenities. 
On-campus students have a choice of meal plans and report that the food is edible 
and diverse. Students report feeling safe on campus, thanks in part to the surround-
ing area. “Appleton is ridiculously safe,” says a student, “and campus security is 
always on call and willing to escort anyone who feels unsafe.”

Social life at Lawrence is as varied and eclectic as the students. “The social life is 
mostly contained on campus, as there is always a music recital or a theater produc-
tion or movie showing or party going on,” a psychology major says, “sometimes all 
at once!” Alcohol policies aren’t enforced, according to many students. Although it’s 
almost impossible for underage students to be served at the on-campus bar, the story 
is different at private parties and dorm rooms. The school radio station also broad-
casts a 50-hour trivia contest in January, in which each hall has its own team, and 
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